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4th January 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

I hope that this letter finds you well and that you were able to have a good Christmas and New Year 
break. 

The current situation regarding COVID is very concerning.  We are seeing a rise in infections both 
locally and nationally. In response to SAGE advice that schools should move to remote learning for a 
short period in January, several teaching and support staff unions met members over the weekend 
to discuss a way forward. Unions have now advised members to exercise their rights under Health 
and Safety regulations to not return to work at this present time and teach in a face-to-face situation 
with full classes. As a result we are not able to open school to all pupils other than to key worker 
children and children deemed vulnerable.  I realise that this news will have a significant impact on 
you as parents and carers and I would like to assure you that staff have not taken this action lightly.   

What happens next? 

From 5th January all classes will move to remote learning via Google classroom.  The children will 
have daily access to English, Maths, Phonics (where applicable) and other work, such as science, 
history, etc.  Much of the content will be drawn from material that the children are familiar with.  
For online learning staff will be available until 4.30 to answer any queries.  The link to google 
classroom will be on the class page of the website and via rmunify.  Reception and Nursery class will 
be using Tapestry rather than Google classroom.  For those that don’t have access to devices we 
will provide packs of work for the children to complete – these will need to be collected from school. 
Packs will be available, from the school office, from 6th January to allow for preparation of materials.  

From 6th January school will open for children of key workers and those children deemed vulnerable 
only.  School office staff are contacting all families who identified as Key workers previously to 
ascertain need – if you are unsure whether you qualify please contact school as a matter of urgency.  
To ensure we can staff this provision safely we are asking that both parents/carers or single 
parent/carer must be key workers where possible.  In addition, vulnerable children are classified as 
those with an EHCP, those in the Looked After system or those known to social services.  If you are 
not contacted and you feel that your child qualifies please contact the school office via email and 
someone will get back in touch with you.  Your child can attend school full time if they are eligible.  
Children need to be in uniform as usual. 
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For children eligible to attend school 

The school day will run as normal with drop off (from 8.30am) and collection (from 3.30pm).  
Children will come into school rather than waiting on the playground. Staff will be on the gates as 
usual.  Please continue to use the one way system and wear coverings unless exempt.  Please can 
parents vacate the site as soon as possible and whilst waiting at the end of the day maintain social 
distancing.  Face to face discussions with teachers will be kept to the bare minimum – any lengthy 
conversations will need to be done via phone. 

Free School Meals 

Those children eligible for FSM and attending school will continue to have food at school.  Those 
children eligible for FSM and not in attendance will have a voucher for food initially – by the end of 
this week.  This may change to a hamper should the closure be longer than the two weeks that we 
are expecting. 

Testing and Symptoms 

In line with systems already in place if your child has symptoms please don’t send the children into 
school.  Tests are easily available – we can support with this if necessary.  If there is a positive case 
the whole family must isolate. 

Wraparound care 

Our wraparound care provision will still operate for children attending school. 

I appreciate the impact this has on families. I will communicate again on Friday regarding the 
following week or sooner if the national picture changes. If you have any questions or concerns, 
please do not hesitate to contact school. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Mr Joel Marshall   Mrs Emma Wilkes 
Headteacher          Chair of Governors 


